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Acceptable Library Use Policy
Adopted by the Board of Trustees: March 10, 2025
Gainesville Public Library (GPL) is committed to serving everyone with dignity and respect. GPL strives to create welcoming experiences for all and has established acceptable use guidelines to ensure:
• Patrons and staff are safe.
• Everyone has equitable access to Library facilities, services, and resources.
• Facilities and resources are protected from harm, theft, or damage.
GPL strives to provide a safe and healthy environment for its visitors and staff. GPL strictly prohibits any criminal conduct or violence (causing physical injury to another person, shoving, pushing, making threatening remarks) on Library property.
GPL generally prohibits the presence or use of firearms or other weapons on its property, regardless of whether the person is licensed to carry the weapon. GPL allows concealed weapons license holders who lawfully possess a firearm or ammunition to transport and store their firearm or ammunition in their personal vehicle in the GPL parking lot. However, if the individual’s vehicle is not attended, the vehicle must be locked, or the firearm and ammunition must be in a locked container outside of plain view.
GPL prohibits smoking and/or vaping on Library property and within 15 feet of any entrance, exit, or window to the Library.
General guidelines, including but not limited to:
• Visitors to the Library cannot create a disturbance or otherwise interfere with the safe use of the Library by others;
• Library items, furnishings, equipment, and facilities should be used only for their intended function;
• Non-alcoholic covered beverages are allowed through the building except near computers;
• Polite cell phone use permitted except in designated quiet areas;
• Personal belongings should be monitored;
• Photography and videography on Library property subject to the Library’s “Photography and Video Policy.”
These guidelines apply to visitors of all ages. Parents, guardians, and caregivers are responsible for the safety of those who require care when visiting the Library. Visitors whose behavior is unacceptable or inappropriate may be given a verbal warning, asked to leave, or in case of serious offenses banned temporarily from the Library. All Library staff are authorized to ask visitors to leave the Library and/or call 911 if visitor conduct violates library policy.
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